IDITAROD WebQuest

Use The Iditarod Challenge Google Earth folder to find answers to the following questions.  Double-click on the information placemarks found in the side menu and follow the links provided in the pop-up windows.  You’ll find answers to these questions and more!

i    What is the Iditarod?

In the past, what role did dogs have in the lives of the native people of Alaska?

i    Iditarod Basics

What happened in the winter of 1925 and what role did the sled dogs play in this event?

Is the trail the same each year?  Explain.

How long is the trail?

i    Race Procedures and Rules

List four things available to sled teams at the checkpoints.

i    The Dogs
What is one reason sled dogs are believed to work well in teams?

i    The Dogs During the Race

How many sled dogs are needed to pull the sled?

How can dropping a dog during the race be considered a positive choice?

i    Mushing Basics

How much does a fully loaded sled weigh?

i    The Anatomy of a Dog Sled

Label the following parts on the dog sled below:  brushbow, runners, snowhook, cargo bed, and footboards

















i    The Anatomy of a Dog Team

Label the following dog positions above:  Lead, Swing, Team, Wheel
i    Mushing Terms

Define the following terms:


Chinook wind:


Snowhook:


Gee:


Haw:

i    A Dog Musher’s Year

How long does it take to prepare for the Iditarod?

i    What food and equipment do the mushers use?

Why is it important that a musher wear a hat?

i    What do the dogs eat?

How many calories of food does each sled dog consume each day?

i    Food drops

How many pounds of supplies does each musher send out to the food drops?

How much do the mushers pay for each pound of supplies?  

Calculate the total cost for this race expense.

i    What is carried in the dog sleds?

List the mandatory gear each sled must carry: 

Video: How long can it take for exposed flesh to freeze?

i    Iditarod Air Force

How many pilots are in the Iditarod Air Force?

How much dog food does the Iditarod Air Force transport?

i    Veterinarian Care

Why are mircrochips implanted in the dogs?

i    A Tough Journey for the Dogs (video)

What is the most common injury sled dogs suffer?

What are some of the reasons PETA (People for The Ethical Treatment of Animals) opposes the Iditarod?

What do you think?

i    Iditarod Trivia and Facts

What does the word Iditarod mean?

What is the Iditarod’s shortest record time, who set it, and when?

When was the first Iditarod sled dog race?

What is the Red Lantern Award?

i    History

Why were sled dogs the only option to bring serum to Nome?

Who was Balto?

i    Technology on the Trail

What sort of information do the tracking devices transmit?

i    Libby Riddles

What is the name of the first woman who won the Iditarod and when did she do it?


































