Estimating Distance – Google Earth assignment

Estimating distance in a useful skill for everyone.  How far is a kilometer?  How far is 10 miles?  You won’t be estimating in this assignment, but hopefully it will help you to estimate distances better in real life.  This assignment will require you to use Google Earth’s Ruler tool with the Path and Placemark tool to mark and label distances.  You will create this in your Google Earth application – there is no download file for this assignment, but you will submit a file of your work to me by e-mail.

Directions:  

1. Open Google Earth and locate your house, school, or another landmark that is familiar to you.  Create a folder with your name as the title in the sidebar.

2. Select the Ruler tool at the top.  A pop-up will appear that you can drag to the side if needed.  Settings:  Line and Miles.  Click once on the map and notice how the distance in the pop-up changes as you move the arrow about.  Click again on the map to mark an ending point.  Select Clear.  Got it?

3. Use the ruler tool set to miles and try to find a distance of 1 mile from your landmark to another familiar landmark.

4. Without clearing the ruler marking, select the Path tool and draw a path over the ruler marking.  Edit your path in the pop-up window to adjust color and width settings.  Click OK.

5. Use the Placemark tool to add a placemark near the 1-mile path.  Choose an icon that is small for the placemark, but give it a title of “1 mile”.  You can edit the font’s size and color in the placemark’s pop-up window. Click OK.

6. Clear the ruler tool and repeat with distances of 10 miles and 100 miles. It may be necessary to reset the ruler tool by deselecting it and then selecting it again.  Also, you will need to zoom in and out of your view.

7. Repeat this exercise with distances of 1 kilometer, 10 kilometers, and 100 kilometers.  Make sure you change the ruler setting to kilometers.  Label these paths with placemarks also.  

8. Keep in mind that the view of these paths may change as you zoom in or out. For the sake of clarity, try not to draw paths on top of other paths; however, it is desirable to have standard and metric measures adjacent for comparison.

9. Make sure all of the paths and placemarks are in the folder with your name as the title: 6 paths and 6 placemarks.  E-mail the folder to 

